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Keith Erickson
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Galiano Island, BC
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I would like to have the following comments included in consultation process for the Public Lands Strategy.  

I request that title for all of the following publicly held lands be transferred to the Islands Trust Fund Board with recommendation for ecological protection.  

GAL 02 – 57.17 hectares – Pebble Beach (DL 60)

· Zoned as “Nature Protection” under the Galiano Island Official Community Plan.

· Site of a very rare coastal Douglas-fir mature – old growth forest.  Trees in excess of 360 years of age are scattered throughout this lot.  Portions of the lot were high graded in the early 20th century, it has not been modified since.  

· Presents healthy examples of the following CDC listed rare plant associations:

· Red Alder – skunk cabbage

· Douglas-fir – Salal

· Western Red Cedar – Douglas-fir – Oregon beaked moss

· Western Red Cedar – Vanilla leaf

· Currently one of the most frequented areas for recreation (beach activity, hiking) by residents and tourists alike.

· Was dedicated by the Provincial Ministry of Environment Lands and Parks, under then Minister Moe Sihota, as a component of the “Pebble Beach Reserve” protected area in 1996.  This took the form of a written agreement between the Minister and the Galiano Conservancy Association. This was followed by a memorandum of understanding between the Galiano Conservancy, MoELP, The Islands Trust Fund Board, and the Nature Conservancy of Canada on January 1st 1998.

· A key property in the effort to provide a protected corridor extending from the eastern shore of Galiano through Bodega Ridge Provincial Park into the Trincomali Channel.  

GAL 03 – 12.34 Hectares – Greig Creek (DL 66)

· Zoned as “Nature Protection” under the Galiano Island Official Community Plan

· Portions of this parcel are representative of the rare coastal Douglas-fir old-growth forest.  Trees in excess of 200 years old are scattered throughout the Greig Creek “Valley”.   

· Coho fry have been found in Greig Creek.

· Greig Creek has been undergoing restoration activities including the removal of old logging road crossings, creation of off-channel salmonid habitat, and coho fry and egg release.  Protection of the surrounding forested ecosystem is essential to the success of these restoration measures.  

· DL 66 provides a vital link between DL 60, DL 63 (owned by the Galiano Conservancy Association for the purposes of ecological protection), and Laughlin Lake (remnant D of DL 66, also owned by the Galiano Conservancy Association for the purposes of ecological protection)

· Was dedicated by the Provincial Ministry of Environment Lands and Parks, under then Minister Moe Sihota, as a component of the “Pebble Beach Reserve” protected area in 1996.  This took the form of a written agreement between the Minister and the Galiano Conservancy Association.  This was followed by a memorandum of understanding between the Galiano Conservancy, MoELP, The Islands Trust Fund Board, and the Nature Conservancy of Canada on January 1st 1998.

· A key property in the effort to provide a protected corridor extending from the eastern shore of Galiano through Bodega Ridge Provincial Park into the Trincomali Channel.

· Presents healthy examples of the following CDC listed rare plant associations:

· Red Alder – skunk cabbage

· Western Red Cedar – Douglas-fir – Oregon beaked moss

· Provides habitat for a healthy population of the blue listed “Red-Legged Frog”

GAL 04 – 19.53 hectares – Whaler Bay

· Zoned as “Nature Protection” under the Galiano Island Official Community Plan.

· Adjoins Bluff Park providing an ecological corridor between the Strait of Georgia and the Trincomali Channel.

· Highly valued for its recreation value as it provides a scenic hiking route between the Sturdies Bay area (ferry terminal) and Bluff Park.

· Site of a sensitive year round wetland ecosystem providing essential habitat for migratory and resident waterfowl and many species of wildlife throughout the year.  A small seasonal creek runs from this wetland into Whaler Bay.

GL 05 – 20.39 hectares – Finlay Lake

· Zoned as “Nature Protection” under the Galiano Island Official Community Plan.

· A rare wetland/lake ecosystem on Galiano Island, providing essential habitat for migratory and resident waterfowl as well as other wildlife species on the island.

· Adjacent landowner is in the process of securing a covenant for ecological protection on land surrounding and including approximately ¾ of the lake.  The designation of this land to anything but nature protection would fly in the face of local, private-land conservation initiatives.

GL 06 – 6.09 hectares 

· This land provides a valuable buffer area adjacent to the very rare and sensitive Shaw’s Bog Ecological Reserve (#128).  

· This lot is characteristic of a mature coastal Douglas-fir forest.

GL 07  31.05 hectares

· Zoned as “Nature Protection” under the Galiano Island Official Community Plan.

· This land provides a valuable buffer area adjacent to the very rare and sensitive Shaw’s Bog Ecological Reserve (#128).  

· Portions of this lot are characteristic of a mature coastal Douglas-fir ecosystem.

· This lot contains a large portion of the outflow from Shaw’s Bog “Jack Creek”. 

· This lot contains the major tributary to Shaw’s Bog, and the tributary’s headwater wetland.  Protection of this area is essential to the health of the bog, the main feature of the ecological reserve.

· The portion of Jack Creek falling within this lot is home to resident cutthroat trout populations and resident Three-Spined Stickleback populations.   The possibility exists that stickleback populations located above a large waterfall located on this lot may have been landlocked for thousands of years, and could have formed a genetically unique subspecies (Three-Spined Sticklebacks are known for this phenomenon).  This possibility has not yet been fully examined.

· Due to it’s outstanding wetland, stream, and forest features and intricate connection to Shaw’s Bog, this lot should be incorporated into Ecological Reserve #128. 

